
COMPARISON BETWEEN HP-10 AND THE BEST HIGH-END HEADPHONE AMPLIFIERS 

IS THE HP-10 THE BEST HIGH-END 
HEADPHONE AMPLIFIER? 

✔  With a starting price of just €1,890, the HP-10 is 

significantly more affordable than the competition 

while offering more features. 

 

✔  With Bluetooth aptX 5.1 HD (€1,990) and an 
AKM DAC (€2,390), it becomes an unrivalled all-in-
one amplifier/DAC solution. 

✔  The Touch-Screen Display provides a modern 

and intuitive user experience, making the HP-10 

more practical and user-friendly than the 

competition. 

CONCLUSION: 
The HP-10 is the best high-end headphone amplifier 

for those seeking a powerful, versatile device with 

the best price-to-performance ratio. 

GOLD NOTE  
HP-10

SPL 
PHONITOR XE

PASS LABS 
HPA-1

FERRUM OOR 
+ HYPSOS

RIVIERA  
AIC-10 BAL

NIIMBUS 
US5 PRO

BENCHMARK 
HPA4

MENTOR  
DUAL MONO

HOLOAUDIO 
BLISS

HEADAMP 
CFA3

VIOLECTRIC 
DHA V590 2

YAMAHA  
HA-L7A

TEAC  
HA-507

AMPLIFICATION 
CLASS

Class A Dual Mono 
(fully discrete 
components)

Custom  
(120V Rail)

Class A
Custom  

(hybrid SS)
Pure Class A Class A/B

Ultra-low noise 
Class AB

Class A  
Dual Mono

Class A
Full Discrete 

Class A/B
Class A/B with 
discrete circuit

Proprietary 
Yamaha Class D

Class A  
Dual Mono

BALANCED DUAL 
MONO

✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅

ADVANCED 
CROSSFEED ✅  4 levels ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌

✅  3D Sound 
Field

❌

HARMAN TUNING 
ADJUSTMENTS

✅  Balance, Clarity, 
Depth

❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌

ADJUSTABLE 
DAMPING 
FACTOR

✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ❌ ❌

STEPPED 
ATTENUATOR 
VOLUME 
CONTROL

✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌

CHANNEL 
BALANCE 
ADJUSTMENT

✅  Fine-tuning ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ✅

GAIN CONTROL ✅  Dual (Low/High) ❌  Fixed ❌  Fixed ❌  Fixed ❌  Fixed
✅  Dual 

(Low/High)
✅ ✅ ❌  Fixed

✅  Dual 
(Low/High)

✅  Dual 
(Low/High)

✅
✅  Dual 

(Low/High)

OUTPUT POWER ✅  10W @32Ω
✅  3.7W 
@600Ω

✅  3.5W 
@20Ω

✅  8W @60Ω ✅  10W @50Ω ✅  7W @50Ω ✅  6W @16Ω ✅  5W @32Ω ✅  10W @32Ω ✅  4W @50Ω ✅  5W @50Ω ✅  1.5W @32Ω ✅  2W @32Ω

TOTAL FLAT 
MODE ✅  SuperFlat ❌ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ✅ ❌ ❌

CUSTOMIZABLE 
STUDIO PROFILES

✅  3 STUDIO 
profiles

❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌

BALANCED 
HEADPHONE 
OUTPUTS

✅  XLR 4-pin + 
4.4mm Pentaconn

✅  XLR 4-pin
❌  Single-
ended only

✅  XLR 4-pin + 
4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin
✅  XLR 4-pin 

+ 4.4mm
✅  XLR 4-pin

✅  XLR 4-pin 
+ 4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin 
+ 4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin 
+ 4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin 
+ 4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin + 
4.4mm

✅  XLR 4-pin 
+ 4.4mm 

Pentaconn

SINGLE-ENDED 
HEADPHONE 
OUTPUTS

✅  6.3mm + 
3.5mm

✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm ✅  6.3mm
✅  6.3mm + 

3.5mm

DIGITAL INPUTS
✅  USB-C DAC 

(AKM) + Optional 
Bluetooth aptX 5.1 

HD

❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌
✅  Integrated 

DAC
✅  Integrated 

DAC (ESS 9038)
✅  Integrated 

DAC (AKM)

CLASS A 
PREAMPLIFIER ✅  Dual Mono ❌ ✅ ❌ ✅ ❌ ❌ ✅ ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅  Dual Mono

12V TRIGGER FOR 
AUTO POWER-ON

✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ❌

EXTERNAL 
POWER SUPPLY 
COMPATIBILITY

✅  PSU-10 EVO ❌ ❌ ✅  Hypsos ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌

TOUCHSCREEN 
DISPLAY

✅  Modern & 
intuitive

❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌ ❌ ❌ ❌ ✅ ❌

APPROXIMATE 
PRICE

HP-10 €1,890   
HP-10 BT €1,990  
HP-10 DELUXE 

€2,390 

€2,699 €5,230 ~ €3,000 ~ €9,000 ~ €5,999 €3,799 ~ €4,500 ~ €3,300 ~ €4,500
€3,299 (Base) 
€3,799 (DAC)

~ €3,500 ~ €2,500


	✔️ Con un prezzo di partenza di soli €1.890, l’HP-10 è nettamente il più accessibile rispetto alla concorrenza, offrendo al tempo stesso più funzioni.
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